Hospital Emergency Incident Command System Section Color Designation

and

Identification Vest Standards

HEICS Section Color Designation


Section





Color Designation

I.C. / Administrative


White w/ lettering and cross outlined in black


Operations



Red


Finance



Green


Planning



Blue


Logistics



Yellow

Identification Vests
All officers should be identified by a vest.  The color of all vests used by hospital personnel is to be white.  This color vest was selected so as not to be confused with officers from other agencies working on hospital property, such as fire or police.  A colored, light reflective cross should be placed on the front of the vest, and a large colored cross should be placed in the center on the back of the vest.  The job title of the officer is to be placed on the back of the vest and, if possible, on the front of the vest.  The crosses and lettering are to be solid colored with the colors prescribed for each I.C.S. branch.  The exception to this will be the I.C./Administrative section, which will utilize solid black lettering and a cross outlined in ½ to ¾ inch black borders.

Standardization of Emergency Code Nomenclature


Code or Event



Recommended Code Designation

Cardiac Arrest



Code Blue


Fire




 
Code Red


Security 




Code Grey



This would include all situations requiring a quick response by security personnel such as combative patients, attempted kidnapping, bomb threats, etc.. It is understood that some of the situations require an administrative conference before an action plan can be implemented.


Hazardous Material Release


Code Orange 



This would include the release or spill of any hazardous materials (nuclear included) in the hospital environment.


Disaster Plan Activation


Code Triage*


This designation would be utilized to activate the hospital's disaster plan.  It would apply to an internal or external emergency; including a partial or full hospital evacuation.



*It is recommended incorporating the following added terminology to be used in conjunction with the "Code Triage" designation for the purposes of plan organization and implementation:


"Code Triage - Standby" —
This designation to be used when there is knowledge of an emergency or unusual event which may impact the hospital and requires analysis of the situation.  The use of the "Code Triage -Standby" terminology would, at the very least, require the activation of the I.C./Administrative section for planning and discussion.


"Code Triage" —

This designation informs all hospital department and employees to activate their disaster plan in response to a known or perceived situation impacting the hospital; for example, patients are on the way from a disaster scene.


Trauma Patient Arrival/


Code Yellow


Trauma Team Activation



